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Darkness and the Great River Revelation 16 Part III 

Martin Saine 

Darkness- skotoo, verb tense of skotia- to become dark, obscured, gloomy, be full of darkness.  This 

tense is used only here in all of Scripture... 

The Bible has some interesting (and surprising) things to say about darkness. 

Exo 10:21-23  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be 

darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness which may even be felt."   So Moses stretched out his hand 

toward heaven, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days.  They did not see one 

another; nor did anyone rise from his place for three days. But all the children of Israel had light in their 

dwellings.  

See 2Sam 22...  

See Genesis 15:12-21 

Gen 15:12  Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, 

horror and great darkness fell upon him.  Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your 

descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict 

them four hundred years.   And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they 

shall come out with great possessions. Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you 

shall be buried at a good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the 

iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." And it came to pass, when the sun went down and 

it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed 

between those pieces. On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To 

your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River 

Euphrates—the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 

Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites."  

 

See Isaiah 45: 

Deu 4:9-19  Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things 

your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach 

them to your children and your grandchildren, especially concerning the day you stood before 

the LORD your God in Horeb, when the LORD said to me, 'Gather the people to Me, and I will let 

them hear My words, that they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that 

they may teach their children.'  "Then you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and 

the mountain burned with fire to the midst of heaven, with darkness, cloud, and thick darkness. 

And the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of the words, but 
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saw no form; you only heard a voice. So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded 

you to perform, the Ten Commandments; and He wrote them on two tablets of stone.  

 And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and judgments, that you 

might observe them in the land which you cross over to possess.  "Take careful heed to 

yourselves, for you saw no form when the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the 

fire,  lest you act corruptly and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of any figure: the 

likeness of male or female, the likeness of any animal that is on the earth or the likeness of any 

winged bird that flies in the air, the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground or the 

likeness of any fish that is in the water beneath the earth. And take heed, lest you lift your eyes 

to heaven, and when you see the sun, the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel 

driven to worship them and serve them, which the LORD your God has given to all the peoples 

under the whole heaven as a heritage.  

  

Here's the real take away: 

Every interaction between man and God since the fall of man in the garden has the same facets: 

The horror of darkness on one hand, and the light of Salvation on the other. 

How do we resolve this with God's nature (God IS love- 1John 4:8)? 

Dan 2:22  He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, And light dwells with 

Him.  

 

1Jn 1:5 - 7 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in 

Him is no darkness at all.   If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and 

do not practice the truth.  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  

 

Mat 25:41  "Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:  

When we read "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" in Proverbs 9:10, 1:7, and Psalms 

111:10 we need to take it seriously because God does! 

The self-same God who blesses with grace, mercy, and salvation is the same God who comes with 

darkness, gloominess, horror, and judgment for those who reject the free gift of Salvation that HE paid 

for on the Cross on our behalf! 
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What we see in Revelation 16 are those who have "locked in" their position,  (God has affirmed their 

decision when He closes His temple in heaven), screaming in His face because He is righteous! They are 

angry because God has not taken a knee to them.... 

 

Joh 12:35  Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the 

light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going.  

Joh 12:36  While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." These 

things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them.  

 

1Th 5:4-11 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.  You 

are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.  Therefore let us not 

sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.  For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who 

get drunk are drunk at night.  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith 

and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.  For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live 

together with Him.   Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.  

IN Him is light, life, and love.  OUTSIDE of Him is darkness, horror, torment. 

2Th 1:6-10  since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you,  and to 

give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty 

angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,  when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His 

saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.  

Choose wisely! 

Rev 16:12  Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was 

dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 

"The Great River" 

Rev 9:14, Gen 15:18, Deut 1:7, Joshua 1:4 

Supernaturally dried up to prepare the forces from the East... 
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Rev 16:13-14  And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of 

the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  For they are spirits of demons, 

performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the 

battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

These demons are so deceptive and powerful they convince the nations to gather together for war 

despite their sores, pain of darkness, and continuing calamity.  

 

Joe 3:1-2   "For behold, in those days and at that time, When I bring back the captives of Judah and 

Jerusalem, I will also gather all nations, And bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; And I will 

enter into judgment with them there On account of My people, My heritage Israel, Whom they have 

scattered among the nations; They have also divided up My land.  

 Rev 16:15  "Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he 

walk naked and they see his shame."  

Rev 16:16  And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

Armageddon is the Hebrew name for Mt. Megiddo and is some 60 miles NE of Jerusalem.  

The plains of Megiddo is where Barak defeated the Canaanites in Judges 4, and where Gideon defeated 

the Midianites in Judges 7. 

 Joe 2:10-11  The earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And 

the stars diminish their brightness.   The LORD gives voice before His army, For His camp is very great; 

For strong is the One who executes His word. For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; Who 

can endure it?  

 

Rev 16:17-19  Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 

temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!" And there were noises and thunderings and 

lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred 

since men were on the earth. 

Genesis flood; began with massive worldwide earthquake(s). 

 

  

Rev 16:19  Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great 

Babylon was remembered before God (details to follow in Chapters 17-18), to give her the cup of the 

wine of the fierceness of His wrath.  (Babylon gets a special remembrance- See  Isaiah 13... ) 



5 
 

Jerusalem will be split in three parts, but not destroyed. 

Zec 14:1-14  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, And your spoil will be divided in your midst.  For I 

will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; The city shall be taken, The houses rifled, And the 

women ravished. Half of the city shall go into captivity, But the remnant of the people shall not be cut 

off from the city.  Then the LORD will go forth And fight against those nations, As He fights in the day of 

battle.  And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, Which faces Jerusalem on the east. 

And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, From east to west, Making a very large valley; Half of the 

mountain shall move toward the north And half of it toward the south.  Then you shall flee through My 

mountain valley, For the mountain valley shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee As you fled from the 

earthquake In the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus the LORD my God will come, And all the saints with 

You.  It shall come to pass in that day That there will be no light; The lights will diminish.  It shall be one 

day Which is known to the LORD Neither day nor night. But at evening time it shall happen That it will be 

light.  And in that day it shall be— That living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, Half of them toward the 

eastern sea And half of them toward the western sea; In both summer and winter it shall occur.  And the 

LORD shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be "The LORD is one," And His name one.  All the 

land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be raised up 

and inhabited in her place from Benjamin's Gate to the place of the First Gate and the Corner Gate, and 

from the Tower of Hananel to the king's winepresses.  The people shall dwell in it; And no longer shall 

there be utter destruction, But Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.  

 

Psa 48:1  A Song. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised In the city of 

our God, In His holy mountain.  

Psa 48:2  Beautiful in elevation, The joy of the whole earth, Is Mount Zion on the sides of the north, The 

city of the great King.  

Rev 16:20  Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 

Isa 40:1 -5  "Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" Says your God.   "Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry 

out to her, That her warfare is ended, That her iniquity is pardoned; For she has received from the 

LORD's hand Double for all her sins."  The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the 

LORD; Make straight in the desert A highway for our God.  Every valley shall be exalted And every 

mountain and hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough places smooth; 

The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the LORD 

has spoken."  

 

 

Rev 16:21  And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men 

blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great.  
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Remember the time table: 

Rev 15:1  Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last 

plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete.  

● Seven last plagues, 

● Battle of Armageddon, 

● Return of Jesus with the church where He defends Israel and defeats the forces of darkness; 

includes destruction of all who have taken the mark or worshipped the beast.  

● Gathering of the Elect (Israel)by His angels,  

● Gathering of the tares (the lost) by His angels, 

What we see in Chapters 17-19 are details of this final segment. 

 


