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Lock it in! (racing days term...)

Revelation 15:8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, and no one
was able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.

Chapter 21 shows us the Eternal condition; zero in on vs 11-15.

Revelation 22:11-15 He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he
who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still." “And behold, | am
coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to everyone according to his work. | am the Alpha
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last." Blessed are those who do His
commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may enter through the gates into
the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and
whoever loves and practices a lie.

Revelation 16:1-4 Then | heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour
out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth." So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the
earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image. Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a
dead man; and every living creature in the sea died. Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the
rivers and springs of water, and they became blood.

Rendering plant example...
Blood of righteous Abel-

Matthew 23:27-39 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs
which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.
Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the
prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and say, 'lIf we had lived in the days of our fathers,
we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.' “Therefore you are
witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the
measure of your fathers' guilt. Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?
Therefore, indeed, | send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify,
and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, that on you may
come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of



Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. Assuredly, | say to
you, all these things will come upon this generation.

“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How
often | wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you
were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate. for | say to you, you shall see Me no more till
you say, 'BLESSED is HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!""

Specific to the Generation Jesus was speaking to, but not exclusive!

There is no way to cover up or polish the effects of innocent bloodshed; Mexico Policy...

Proclamation of the Just and righteous judgments of God, AND THE EXACT REASON FOR THESE SPECIFIC
JUDGMENTS!!!

Revelation 16:5-8 And | heard the angel of the waters saying: "You are righteous, O Lord, The One who
is and who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these things. =For they have shed the blood
of saints and prophets, And You have given them blood to drink. For it is their just due." And | heard
another from the altar saying, "Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments."
Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl! on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with
fire.

Notice where this bowl is poured out, Not on the earth, but on the sun!
Now note that power was given to him to scorch men with fire.

Who is "him"? The angel!

There are many similarities between the plagues God brought on the Egyptians prior to the exodus and
the plagues brought on the entire world in Revelation. The commonalities that strike me are that God
used (and will use) the very things that man has replaced HIM with to judge them.

Romans 1:18-25 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of
God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image



made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. Therefore God also
gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves,
who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Here are just a few examples of what man has considered satisfactory replacements for the God that
created us:

e Stars

e Sun

e Moon

o Trees

o Wildlife

e Idols (images)
e Saints- (not saints as in Biblical terms, think hero pedestal worship)

The fourth angel poured his bowl on the sun and was given power to use the sun to scorch men.

1) He had to be AUTHORIZED!!!! This angel was not allowed to use God's creation against man until God
made it so.

NOTHING happens with God's creation that HE does not allow!
2) This is a supernatural event with strategic and calculated work, not a natural series of events!
Natural vs supernatural:

e natural cyclical solar events vs supernatural,

campfire example...

What happens when man's gods turn out to be impotent, powerless, frauds that are used against them?
Spotted owl, Kangaroo rat, "Mother Earth", "Maitreya"

What happens when all of these turn out to be false? Are men rebellious because they have not been
given the right information?

-OR-

Do men believe in falsehoods because they are rebellious against God and looking for a suitable excuse?

Here is the reality:



Revelation 16:9-11 And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who
has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. Then the fifth angel poured
out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed
their tongues because of the pain. They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their
sores, and did not repent of their deeds.

Darkness- skotoo, verb tense of skotia- to become dark, obscured, gloomy, be full of darkness. This
tense is used only here in all of Scripture...

The Bible has some interesting (and surprising) things to say about darkness.

Exodus 10:21-23 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may
be darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness which may even be felt." So Moses stretched out his hand
toward heaven, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. They did not see one
another; nor did anyone rise from his place for three days. But all the children of Israel had light in their
dwellings.

See 2 Samuel 22
See Genesis 15:12-21

Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great
darkness fell upon him.

Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not
theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. And also the nation whom
they serve | will judge; afterward, they shall come out with great possessions.

Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. Butin the
fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." And it
came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven
and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.

On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your descendants | have given this
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates—the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the
Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and
the Jebusites."

See Isaiah 45
See

Deuteronomy 4:9-19 Only take heed to yourself, and diligence keep yourself, lest you forget the things
your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to



your children and your grandchildren, especially concerning the day you stood before the LORD your
God in Horeb, when the LORD said to me, 'Gather the people to Me, and | will let them hear My words,
that they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their
children." “Then you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain burned with
fire to the midst of heaven, with darkness, cloud, and thick darkness. And the LORD spoke to you out of
the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of the words but saw no form; you only heard a voice. So, He
declared to you His covenant which He commanded you to perform, the Ten Commandments; and He
wrote them on two tablets of stone. And the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes
and judgments, that you might observe them in the land which you cross over to possess. “Take careful
heed to yourselves, for you saw no form when the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the
fire, lest you act corruptly and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of any figure: the likeness
of male or female, the likeness of any animal that is on the earth or the likeness of any winged bird that
flies in the air, the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground or the likeness of any fish that is in the
water beneath the earth. And take heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun,
the moon, and the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship them and serve them, which
the LORD your God has given to all the peoples under the whole heaven as a heritage.

Here's the takeaway:
Every interaction between man and God since the fall of man in the garden has the same facets:
The horror of darkness on one hand, and the light of Salvation on the other.

When we read "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" in Proverbs 9:10, 1:7, and Psalms
111:10 we need to take it seriously because God does!

The self-same God who blesses with grace, mercy, and salvation is the same God who comes with
darkness, gloominess, horror, and judgment for those who reject the free gift of Salvation that HE paid
for on the Cross on our behalf!

What we see in Revelation16 are those who have "locked in" their position, and God has affirmed their
decision when He closes His temple in heaven, screaming in His face because God did not take a knee to
them....

John 12:35 Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the
light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going.

John 12:36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." These
things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them.

1Thessalonians 5:4-11 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a
thief. You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore, let
us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those
who get drunk are drunk at night. But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain



salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live
together with Him. Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.



